Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -  U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 

i  *    JUN1  61959  * 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


KWRTMINT  OF  AfiRlCUtTUSI 


April  3,  1959 
Letter  No.  866 


Chief  Beaty  is  away  from  the  office  for  a  couple  of  weeks,  and  "Colonel" 
Herndon  is  spending  a  few  days  at  his  favorite  retreat,  Nags  Head,  N.  C.  Both 
gentlemen  contributed  material  for  this  letter  before  departing,  then  left  it 


in  our  hands  to  complete, 
we  can  find. 


So  here's  the  finished  product  with  the  latest  stories 


Farm  Prices  Rise  During  Feb.  -  March 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board's  latest  report  on  farm  prices  came  out  this  week, 
showing  that  prices  received  "by  farmers  rose  four-tenths  of  one  percent  between 
Feb.  15  and  March  15.    Higher  prices  were  reported  for  cotton,  beef  cattle,  corn, 
wheat,  and  a  few  other  commodities.    Prices  dropped  during  that  period  for  milk, 
eggs,  lettuce  and  strawberries.    Prices  paid  by  farmers  also  rose  during  the 
month,  showing  a  total  increase  of  one-third  of  one  percent.    Main  reasons  were 
higher  prices  for  feeder  livestock  and  farm  machinery.    Lower  prices  were 
reported  for  feed,  seed,  and  fencing  material. 

New  Controls  for  Old  Insect  Pests 

ARS  entomologists  reported  this  week  on  some  of  their  newer  methods  of 
controlling  insects.    Two  of  these  methods  have  already  been  tried  and  proven 
in  a  "big  way.    They're  the  "radiation  treatment"  and  the  "attractant- insecticide 
combination".    The  radiation  treatment  is  the  one  that's  now  being  used  in  an 
attempt  to  eradicate  the  screwworm  from  the  Southeast.    It  involves  the  release 
of  sterilized  male  flies  which  mate  with  native  females.    No  offspring  are 
produced  and,  since  the  female  only  mates  once,  the  population  gradually 
decreases.    The  other  method  involves  the  use  of  an  insecticide  combined  with  a 
material  that  attracts  the  insects.    This  approach  helped  to  eradicate  the 
Mediterranean  fruit  fly  in  Florida.    At  present,  the  scientists  are  working  on 
chemicals  and  drugs  which  can  slow  down  the  growth  of  ovaries  in  house  flies. 
This  would  prevent  the  female  flies  from  producing  eggs  and  could  lead  to  a  more 
effective  method  of  controlling  these  pests. 


Want  a  Story  on  Hawaiian  Agriculture?    You're  In  Luck.' 

Fortunato  "Lucky"  Teho,  Extension  Radio  Editor  at  the  University  of  Hawaii 
offers  to  provide  you  with  a  taped  report  on  any  angle  of  farming  in  the  50th 
State.    Write  him  at:    University  of  Hawaii,  Honolulu  Ik,  Hawaii.     (Also  see 
new  library  tapes  listed  on  page  k.  ) 
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Dates  Important  in  Planting  Soybeans 

Department  and  State  scientists  have  again  emphasized  the  importance  of 
following  recommended  dates  for  planting  soybeans.    When  soybeans  matvre,  the 
yield,  the  quality  of  the  seed,  and  the  amount  of  oil  in  the  seed,  of  the 
different  varieties  adapted  to  the  different  belts,  largely  depends  on  proper 
timing.    Soybean  plants  in  those  belts,  south  to  north,  flower  as  the  daylight 
lessens  in  the  summer  to  the  length  needed  for  the  soybeans  adapted  to  growing 
in  each  belt.    The  recommended  times  to  plant  soybeans  in  the  Northern  States 
are  from  May  15  to  June  1.    In  the  Central  States,  May  10  to  June  5,  and  in 
Southern  States  May  1  to  June  10.    In  the  extreme  southern  sections,  the 
recommended  planting  dates  for  soybeans  are  June  1  to  June  30.    If  for  any 
reason  planting  is  delayed  beyond  the  recommended  dates,  the  specialists  suggest 
using  early-maturing  varieties  in  Northern  areas,  medium  maturing  varieties  in 
Central  areas,  and  full-season  varieties  in  Southern  Areas.    They  get  their 
highest  yields  by  fairly  early  planting  of  early-maturing  varieties,  and  early 
pj.anting  of  late -maturing  varieties.    Best  quality  seed  normally  goes  with 
highest  yields.    These  experts  also  say  soil  temperature  of  65  degrees  or  warmer 
encourages  fast  emergence  and  growth.    Of  course,  quicker  emergence  and  faster 
growth  inenn  less  time  to  maturity  and  harvest. 

Australians  Circle_World  for  Ideas 

RFD  Forrest  Kamersley,  from  near  Perth,  Australia;  who  attended  the  Farm  TV 
Workshop  in  Birmingham,  England,  last  month,  with  our  Jules  Renaud;  visited  here 
last  week  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission.  He 
and  his  rancher  friend,  Colin  Broad  are  on  a  'round-the-world  tour  hunting  down 
ideas.    They  seemed  particularly  interested  in  the  pelleted  feed  project  now 
underway  at  Beltsville.    They  hope  to  introduce  pelleting  machinery  in  Australia 
for  more  efficient  lamb  feeding.    After  visiting  a  caterpillar  plant  in  Peoria 
and  Milt  Bliss  and  George  Menard  in  Chicago,  they've  headed  toward  Toronto  to 
see  Norm  Garriock's  farm  TV  operation.    Next  Thursday  they'll  re-enter  the  U.S. 
to  visit  the  irrigation  lab  in  Riverside,  Calif.,  and  with  Wally  Erickscn  in 

Fresno  and  Henry  Schacht  in  San  Francisco.  Arthur  "Huck"  Finlay, 

Deputy  Dir.  Gen.  of  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  also  dropped  in  last  week 
on  his  way  to  Stockholm  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  European  Broadcasting  Union. 

Poultry  Waste  for  Irrigation  Water 

Our  marketing  researchers  have  just  reported  it  may  prove  feasible  to 
dispose  of  poultry  processing  waste  water  through  irrigation..    They  point  out 
that  many  canneries  and  dairies  dispose  of  liquid  wastes  that  way,  and  say 
poultry  processors  who  can't  dispose  of  the  poultry  waste  water  from  their  plants 
through  city  sewers  should  consider  irrigation  as  an  alternative.    They  present 
figures  by  the  Midwest  Research  Institute  which  could  be  used  for  estimating 
investment  and  operating  costs.    The  report  discusses  the  effects  of  the  chemical 
and  physical  characteristics  of  the  waste,  cover  crops,  acreage  and  type  of 
land,  climatic  conditions,  and  other  pertinent  facts  on  costs  and  benefits. 

Here's  the  Next  Research  Round- Up  for  TV:  Alice  Skelsey  says  the  big  little  four 
coming  up  will  include:  (1)  'rSheep  in  Sheep's  Clothing"  -  showing  a  dual-purpose 
jacket  styled  for  a  sheep  to  wear  to  keep  its  wool  clean  before  it  is  sheared  and 
the  sheep  itself  warm  after  the  shearing;  (2)  "More  Light  on  Light"  -  a  minute's 
glance  at  the  effects  of  photoperiodism  on  plant  life;~(3)  "A  Good  Egg"  -  in 
which  it  is  pointed  out  that  a  good  egg  can't  afford  a  'pore'  complexion;  and 
(k)  "Precision  Planting"  -  (switched  from  last  week  to  assure  better  orientation 
of  the  corn  seed. ) 
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New  Way  to  Measure  Water       (Release  Monday  PM  April  6) 

" Agricultural  Research"  coining  out  next  Monday,  will  announce  a  newly 
developed  system  for  estimating  how  much  water  flows  from  a  watershed  in  a  year's 
time.    Department  scientists,  who  are  using  it,  claim  it  is  more  accurate  than 
the  traditional  way.    Briefly  stated,  it  starts  the  water-year  when  moisture  in 
the  soil  is  at  its  peak,  instead  of  the  usual  method  of  starting  in  October  when 
the  water-level  is  generally  at  its  lowest.    Department  researchers  have  found 
test  correlation  between  annual  precipitation  and  run-off,  when  the  water  year 
is  started  at  the  time  the  soil  is  on  the  average  nearly  saturated  with  water. 
Although  this  means  a  different  starting  time  for  various  sections  of  the  country, 
the  researchers  say  it  will  provide  more  useful  information  to  engineers  design- 
ing farm  and  city  reservoirs  and  determining  whether  there  may  he  enough  water  in 
streams  for  irrigation  purposes. ..... .Other  articles  in  this  issue  tell:  how 

USDA's  discovery  of  a  new  protein  in  milk  may  give  a  clue  to  why  some  processed 
milks  tend  to  gel;  another  story  suggests  that  plant  breeders  may  have  to  go 
beyond  Mendel's  laws  of  inheritance  and  consider  the  influence  of  the  cytoplasm 
in  a  cell  as  well  as  the  genes;  while  still  another  describes  how  breeding 
gossypol  out  of  cotton  may  improve  the  quality  of  meal  and  oil* 

Fats  Continue  Slip  on  Soap 

The  long  slide  in  the  use  of  fats  and  oils  in  soap  continued  down- hill  last 
year.    In  their  review  of  the  situation,  USDA  marketing  economists  predict  that 
this  year  use  of  fats  and  oils  in  soap  will  continue  that  long  slip  as  synthetic 
detergents  take  over  more  of  the  market.    Use  of  drying  oil  also  went  down,  and 
the  economists  see  little  change  in  the  prospect  for  drying  oils.    Other  indus- 
trial uses  went  up  but  failed  to  offset  reductions  in  soap  and  drying  oils. 
Total  nonfood  uses  of  fats  and  oils  shows  a  slight  long-run  downtrend. 

Little  Rebels  Resist  Raincoats 

Some  mothers  with  school-age  children  say  their  little  boys  rebel  at  wear- 
ing raincoats.    But  almost  two- fifths  of  those  who  manage  to  get  such  garments 
on  their  boys  prefer  rubber-coated  cotton.    About  one  out  of  five  liked  oilskin 
best.    Little  girls  liked  plastic,  treated  cotton,  and  rubber-coated  cotton 
raincoats  equally  well.    AMS  researchers  went  straight  to  Mom  for  these  and  other 
answers  on  children's  clothing »    Those  answers  are  reported  in  the  April  issue 

of  "Agricultural  Marketing"  out  this  week,  .Other  articles  tell  about 

developing  grades  and  standards  for  blackstrap  molasses  for  feed;  a  new  instrument 
to  measure  the  quality  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  by  measuring  the  light 
transmitted  through  the  sample  —  a  very  ingenious  instrument  is  the  Eortispect; 
and  a  study  of  livestock  terminal  markets,  which  shows  they  are  still  very  much 
in  the  picture.    In  spite  of  the  recent  growth  of  local  auction  markets,  the 
researchers  report  terminals  still  handle  a  large  share  of  the  livestock  marketed 
by  producers. 

Latest  Reading  of  Smoke  Signals:    For  most  kinds  of  tobacco,  1959  production 
seems  likely  to  prove  moderately  larger  than  either  of  the  last  two  years,  but 
smaller  than  most  other  years  since  the  war.    So  say  our  tobacco  marketing  experts. 
They  expect  output  and  use  of  cigarettes  and  cigars  to  top  last  year,  and  last 
year  was  the  highest  ever.    About  k$  percent  were  filter  tips.    Filter  tip 
cigarettes  will  likely  further  broaden  their  share  of  the  market,  but  at  an 
appreciably  slower  rate  than  in  recent  years.    The  sharp  increase  in  number  of 
teenagers,  more  women  smoking,  and  a  sizable  number  of  smokers  who  switch  to 
filter  tips,  smoking  more  cigarettes  per  day  are  credited  with  causing  the 
greater  use  of  cigarettes. 


"0,  What  a  Beautiful  Morning.1" 


Russell  Pierson;  former  Mkt. chief  of  Okla.Dep't  of  Ag., former  dir. of  Okla. 
State  Crop  Imp.  Ass'n.,  ex  seed-dealer  and  ex  County  Agent,  who  recently  became  RFD 
at  WKY,  Oklahoma  City;  is  now  trying  out  a  new  format  on  farm  radio.    He  has  four 
one-min.  spots  of  farm  news  and  markets  "between  6  and  6:30  a.m.  plus  an  early 

morning  farm  TV  show  .Jack  Stratton  and  Dick  Wilson  have  left  WKY;  Jack  to  a 

farm  implement  sales  force  and  Dick  to  the  Ag.  Leaders'  Digest  and  Breeder's  Gazette 
in  Columbia,  Mo.  Our  best  to  all  these  boys!  'I've  got  a  wonderful  feeling,  every- 
thing's going  their  way'  Elsewhere  in  Okla.  City,  Wayne  Liles  and  ass't 

Nelson  Robinson,  at  KWTV,  continue  a  heavy  schedule  of  farm  television.    When  10,000 
Future  Homemakers  came  to  town  recently  for  the  state  convention,  Wayne  teamed  with 
Ext.  TV  spec.  Harold  Dedrick  for  a  sound-on- film  report  of  the  ceremonies  in  Okla. 
City's  big  municipal  auditorium. 

More  Spring  in  the  Nets  Week  Apr.  6-11 

"U.S.  Jaycees  Four  Outstanding  Young  Farmers"  report  from  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  plus 
"9th  National  Institute  of  Animal  Agriculture"  with  Ext.  Horace  Tyler  reporting  from 
Purdue  U.  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC,  Sat. noon,  April  11. 
"Balance  Sheet  of  Farm  Exports"  -  on  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC,  Sat. April  11. 
"Visit  to  Beltsville  Pioneering  Laboratory  on  Insects"  -  where  the  scientists  are 
trying  to  find  the  physiological  basis  for  the  apparent  ability  of  some  insects  to 
develop  immunity  from  insecticides  -  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  Apr.  11. 
"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  over  Mutual  Broadcasting  System  12:05  noon,  Mon. 
thru  Friday. 

WHAM  I  -  Farm  and  Home  Tapes 


Sec'y  of  Agriculture  Benson;  Cornell  U.  dean  of  Ag.,  Wm.  I.  Myers,  who  is  retiring 
in  July;  and  Prof.  Marlon  G.  Cline,  soil  scientist  who  recently  returned  from 
Russia  on  a  special  mission  for  the  U.S.  Government;  were  interviewed  on  tape  at 
the  recent  Farm  and  Home  Week  at  Cornell  U.,  Ithaca,  by  George  Haefner,  WHAM, 
Rochester,  N-Y.    George  says  if  any  RFD's  would  be  interested  in  getting  a  copy, 
please  forward  the  tape  to  him,  George  Haefner,  WHAM,  Rochester,  N.  Y.    The  one  with 
the  Sec'y  runs  15  min.    The  one  on  soils  and  Russia  by  Prof.  Cline  runs  about  13  min. 


Topics  for  Your  Tapes 


11A^9      "Light  May  Limit  Forage  Production"-  Howard  Hass  comments  on  some  Georgia 
research  which  shows  why  animals  sometimes  seem  to  gain  less  during  rainy, 
cloudy  weather.  TIME:  1:36 

27G>9      "The  Latest  Tally  on  Farm  Exports"-  Dr.  Robert  Tontz,  FAS,  tells  about 

the  trends  in  our  farm  exports  from  last  July  to  February.        TIME:  1:32 

12AU9      "Farming  in  the  50th  State  -  Hawaii"-  "Lucky"  Teho,  Radio  Editor  with  the 

University  of  Hawaii  Extension  Service,  introduces  Mr.  Baron  Goto,  Director 
of  Extension.    Mr.  Goto  tells  the  story  of  agriculture  in  the  islands. 

TIME:  3:50 

28 Q^9      "Getting  Set  for  the  Winter  Olympics"  -  George  Loesing,  R&TV,  chats  with 
Hank  Harrison,  Forest  Service.    They  talk  about  preparations  in  Squaw 
Valley,  Calif.,  for  the  Winter  Olympics  which  will  be  held  next  February. 

TIME:  3:59 


Sincerely, 


L'BR 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


April  10,  1959 
Letter  No.  867 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  no.     00 1 

Chief  Beaty  is  heme  recuperating  from  minor  surgery.    But  he's  doing  fine 
and  expects  to  "be  hack  with  us  soon.    Meantime,  we'll  try  to  keep  you  filled  in 
on  at  least  some  of  the  main  events  around  here. 

Food  for  Peace  Talks  Here  Next  Month 

No  doubt  you've  already  heard  the  announcement  this  noon  that  cabinet  repre- 
sentatives from  Argentina,  Australia,  Canada,  France,  and  the  U.S.  will  meet 
here  May  5th  and  6th  to  confer  on  food  for  peace.    Officials  from  these  same 
five  chief  wheat -exporting  countries  will  hold  a  preliminary  meeting  in 
Washington  April  27  to  outline  the  areas  to  he  discussed  in  May.    In  commenting 
on  the  upcoming  meeting,  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  that  the  representatives 
of  the  participating  countries  will  not  only  look  for  new  approaches  to  the 
problem  of  channeling  surpluses  to  the  world's  needy,  but  will  also  explore  the 
possibility  of  improving  existing  programs.    As  he  indicated,  in  many  parts  of 
the  world,  food  can  help  populations  to  faster  divert  their  energies  to  such 
things  as  health,  education,  and  economic  development.    Through  food  aid  coupled 
with  general  improvement  of  economic  conditions,  he  said,  these  people  can 
become  better  customers  for  farm  products  and  other  goods  moving  through 
commercial  channels. 

Farmers  Plan  Big  Corn  Acreage 

If  farmers  carry  out  their  March  intentions,  we  may  get  the  sharpest  increase 
in  com  acreage  in  more  than  20  years.    Our  USDA  Feed  Situation  Board  sees  a 
prospect  of  a  9  million  acre  increase  in  corn.    What's  more,  nearly  all  of  it  is 
in  the  main  Corn  Belt.    With  the  discontinuance  of  acreage  allotments  and  the 
Corn  Acreage  Reserve  Program,  farmers  seem  to  be  shifting  some  land  to  corn  from 
oats,  soybeans,  hay  and  sorghum.    Farmers  apparently  plan  to  increase  their  total 
acreage  planted  to  feed  grains  this  year  by  about  6  million  acres.    With  a  normal 
growing  season  on  that  acreage,  they'll  produce  almost  as  much  as  in  '58,  when 
yields  of  each  of  the  four  feed  grains  set  new  records. 

Rural  Life  Sunday  Observance  May  3 

Yesterday  Sec'y  Benson  issued  a  statement  urging  widespread  participation  in 
Rural  Life  Sunday  May  3.    He  sees  it  as  an  opportunity  to  develop  better  under- 
standing and  working  relationships  among  community  institutions.    With  this  letter 
we  are  sending  you  a  Fact  Sheet  in  which  Extension  Service  suggests  things  to  do 
to  observe  the  Pay.     It  also  includes  a  list  of  USDA  publications  which  may  prove 
useful. 
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Searching  Self -Appraisal  by  SE  NATRFD 

Claude  Mahoney,  MBS,  with  Mrs.  Mahoney  and  Marguerite  Gilstrap,  USDA,  took 
in  the  1959  convention  of  the  NATRFD  Southeastern  Region  at  Winston-Salem,  N.C., 
last  week.    Claude  reports  that  following  Prexy  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS  radio  and 
TV,  keynote  to  "Think  Big  and  Work  Hard",  the  meeting  really  got  down  to  some 
lively  discussions.    Farm  "broadcasters  and  station  managers  contributed  thoughts 
on  everything  from  editorializing  on  the  air  to  sweeping  out.    The  training  of 
RFDs  for  editorializing  was  challenged  and  sharply  defended.    The  relation  of  the 
RFD  to  his  community  was  appraised.    The  value  of  4-H  Club  programs  as  at  present 
constituted  was  questioned.    A  broader  approach  was  advocated  to  help  provide 
more  valuable  service  to  farm  youth,  many  of  whom  are  destined  to  leave  the  farm. 
Claude  says  Harvey  and  WSJS ,  Winston  Salem,  were  wonderful  hosts  and  the  food  out 
of  this  world. 

Navy  Medics  to  Hold  TV  Workshop 

Ed  Butcher,  who  formerly  directed  Everett  Mitchell's  farm  show  on  WNBQ, 
Chicago,  is  helping  the  National  Naval  Center  in  Bethesda,  Md.  (D.C.  suburb)  plan 
a  Medical- Dental  Television  Workshop  to  be  held  at  the  Center  June  15-l6,  1959* 
Jules  Renaud  says  that  although  designed  primarily  for  medical  and  dental 
professional  people,  the  variety  of  demonstrations  and  discussions  planned  make 
this  a  most  valuable  workshop  for  anyone  interested  in  educational  TV.  The 
Medical  Center  has  been  a  leader  in  the  development  of  color  closed- circuit  TV 

as  a  teaching  tool  in  a  surgical  operating  room  Everett  Mitchell  of 

Farm  and  Home  radio  fame,  is  now  taking  on  another  Sat.  A.M.  duty.  Beginning 
tomorrow,  Apr.  11,  he  is  producing  a  half -hour  TV  program  called  "Farm  and  Garden'.' 

 Bill  Bennett,  WCAU,  Phi la. ,  now  has  a  Sunday  farm  and  garden  program 

from  9^00  to  9:30  a.m.  which  reached  all  Phila.  metro  area,  as  well  as  his  daily 
farm  show  6:30  to  7:00  a.m. 

New  Cotton  Lab.  Dedication  April  l6 

At  3  p.m.  next  Thursday,  the  Department  will  formally  dedicate  its  new 
1,000- spindle  cotton  quality  research  lab.  at  Clemson  College,  S.C.    This  pilot 
plant  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind.    It  is  designed  to  serve  the  entire  cotton 
industry  --  textile  mills,  the  trade,  ginners,  cotton  farmers,  State  experiment 
stations,  and  USDA  cotton  research  programs.    Its  equipment  includes  four  carding 
machines,  four  spinning  frames,  one  drawing  frame,  and  one  roving  frame.  Clemson 
is  furnishing  the  space  for  housing  the  lab.,  and  will  share  some  of  its  own 
equipment  with  the  Department  researchers. 

Watch  for  Insect  Survey  Reports 

As  the  season  advances,  so  will  the  insects  -  here,  there,  and  yonder  in  many 
parts  of  the  country.    The  Federal-State  Cooperative  Economic  Insect  Survey  keeps 
close  tab  on  these  crop  pests.    Keep  a  sharp  eye  out  for  their  weekly  reports 
throughout  the  season.    Survey  headquarters  here  already  reports  that  its  over- 
wintering survey  of  potato  psyllid  in  Ariz.,  So.  Calif.,  N.Mex.  and  Texas 
indicates  potential  outbreak  populations  this  season  on  potatoes  and  tomatoes  in 
States  to  the  North.    Spotted  alfalfa  aphid  is  causing  heavy  damage  in  north 
central  Texas  alfalfa.    Alfalfa  weevil  damage  is  also  beginning  in  several  Eastern 
States.    Early  in  Feb.  the  khapra  beetle  was  discovered  in  stored  grain  in  El  Paso 
Since  then  State-Federal  surveys  have  uncovered  that  serious  pest  in  about  25 
locations  in  nearby  Texas  and  New  Mexico.    Regulatory  and  eradicative  actions  are 
now  underway  in  both  States. 


McDonald  and  Bull  'Down  Under' 
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The  John  McDonalds  made  it!    Australian  Broadcasting  Commission's  John 
Douglass  supplies  the  proof  in  pictures.    John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  shows  up 
at  the  Sydney  Royal  Agricultural  Show,  even  from  behind  a  Texas  Santa  Gertrudis 
hull  that  sold  for  $8,000.    Another  picture  shows  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald  and  'The' 
Douglass  tape -interviewing  U.S.  Ag.  Attache  Jim  Boulware  in  the  Commission's  TV 

studio  Thanks  for  the  souvenir,  John  D  Joe  King,  former  assoc.  NATRFD, 

and  for  the  past  year  Adm'r  of  the  Genesee  Valley  Regional  Market  Authority, 
credits  George  Haefner,  WHAM,  with  considerable  part  in  helping  put  the  Market  back 
on  its  feet.    Adm'r  King  says  George  has  done  a  very  skillful  job  communicating 
factual  information  to  the  people  in  their  nine-county  area.    Through  his  "Country- 
Fare"  program  George  did  much  to  properly  formulate  public  opinion  to  re-open  the 
Market,  which  had  become  a  "white  elephant"  from  lack  of  support.    George,  who 
took  part  in  opening  the  new  facility  April  1,  plans  to  air  his  "Country  Fare" 
program  from  the  Market  in  the  near  future. 

Light  Sets  Ceiling  on  Grass  Growth 

No  matter  how  much  fertilizer  and  water  you  put  on  forage  crops,  light 
conditions  may  limit  the  yield.    So  report  U.  of  Ga.  and  USDA  scientists  after 
cooperative  tests  with  Coastal  Bermuda  grass  at  Tifton,  Ga.    Their  findings  also 
help  explain  the  belief  of  many  live stockmen  that  cattle  make  poorer  gains  during 
rainy,  cloudy  weather.    Some  stockmen  have  blamed  the  extra  water  in  the  forage. 
The  researchers  say  that  shade  does  increase  the  amount  of  water  the  animals  take 
in.    But  they  find  a  more  important  effect  on  livestock  gains  comes  from  the  sharp 
decrease  in  the  available  carbohydrates  and  an  increase  in  the  woody  plant 
material,  lignin,  which  decreases  the  digestibility  of  all  the  grass.  Naturally 
animals  eating  such  forage  make  poorer  gains.    In  experiments  to  determine  the 
effect  of  trees  on  pasture,  they  found  that  as  long  as  pine  trees  are  small  and 
spaced  so  direct  sunlight  strikes  the  grass  during  part  of  each  day,  the  grass 
grows  satisfactorily.    But  when  the  trees  reach  considerable  size  and  begin  to 
close  the  canopy,  the  experimenters  say  you  can  expect  Coastal  Bermuda  to  make 
little  growth. 

Massachusetts  Certified  in  Brucellosis  Campaign 

USDA  has  declared  Massachusetts  the  first  State  this  year,  and  the  l6th  so 
far,  to  become  modified- certified  brucellosis  free.    Officials  recognize  this  as 
an  important  milestone  toward  the  goal  of  completely  eradicating  this  costly 
cattle  disease  from  this  country.    Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and  15  other 
States  have  now  acquired  this  status.    The  fifteen  are  Conn.,  Del.,  Me.,  Mich., 
Minn.,  N.  H. ,  N.  Mex. ,  N.  J.,  N.C.,  Pa.,  R.I.,  Utah,  Vt.,  Wash.,  and  Wis.  The 
campaign  against  Brucellosis,  formerly  known  as  Bang's  Disease,  started  twenty- 
five  years  ago  when  more  than  11  percent  of  the  cattle  in  the  U.S.  were  infected. 
The  modified- certified  BC  free  status  indicates  that  not  more  than  1  percent  of 
all  cattle  and  not  more  than  5  percent  of  all  the  herds  in  the  State  are  infected 
with  the  disease.    Officials  continued  State-Federal  cooperation  will  be  needed 
to  protect  the  gains  already  made. 

Calif.  Ag.  Ext.  Report  on  TV  Film 

This  week  we  were  particularly  pleased  to  screen  a  sample  of  Ext.  George  F. 
Hafer's  TV  films,  which  he  claims  are  the  only  source  of  film  info,  on  Calif, 
agriculture  available  to  commercial  TV  stations.     He  calls  them  "Agricultural 
Extension  Report"  and  bicycles  each  print  to  six  stations.    Each  film  runs  five 
min.  and  includes  three  separate  stories.    George  does  his  own  filming,  shoots 
100  ft.  of  film  for  l|r  min.  story.    He  narrates  onto  a  magnetic  track  and  then 
has  whole  film  synchronized  for  release  prints. 
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Next  Research  Kound-Up  for  TV 

Alice  Skelsey  reports  this  week's  mailing  of  four  one-minute  features  from 
the  researchers  will  include:     (l)    The  Fort  Knox  of  the  Seed  World;  plant 
breeders  biggest  deposit  bank,  the  National  Seed  Storage  Lab.  in  Colo.;  (2) 
How  Many  Ants  in  an  Ant  Hill?  -  Entomologists  guess  250,000  in  one  ball  of  fire- 
ants  -  and  its  important  they  know,  to  beat  this  pest  to  the  sting;  (3)  No  More 
Weather  Worries  for  plant  scientists  working  in  the  S.  C.  Weather  Control  Lab. 
They  make  their  own;  (4)  Identical  Twin  Calves  Eat  and  Grow  Alike;  in  so  doing 

they  save  money  for  USDA  nutritionists  in  their  feeding  studies  

In  another  Pix  Packet  on  Electric  House  Heating,  Lucille  Holmes,  REA,  shows 
radiant  panel,  resistant  wall  heaters,  ceiling  cable,  and  base-board  heaters  - 
and  offers  REA  Bull.  142-1. 


Springtime  Hauls  in  the  Nets  Apr.  13-18 


"The  Snow  Water  Forecast"  -  by  Arch  Work  of  USDA's  Soil  Conservation  Service;  and 
"The  Maid  of  Cotton"  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  at  Noon,  Sat. 
Apr.  18. 

"Farming  in  Alaska"  in  which  Ext.  Joe  Tonkin  tells  his  experiences  with  the  people, 
including  his  impressions  of  the  Eskimos  beyond  the  Arctic  Circle,  heard  over  the 
Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  of  April  18. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  over  the  Mutual  Broadcasting  System  net  at  12:05 
EST  Mon.  thru  Fri.    April  13-18. 

"New  Polled  Dorset  Breed  of  Sheep"  -  Ted  Hyman  interviews  Lemuel  Goode,  the  N.  C. 
State  College  animal  husbandman  who  developed  it,  on  the  American  Farmer  program 
over  the  ABC  network  12:30  to  1:00  EST,  Sat.  April  18. 

For  Dubbing  to  Your  Tape 

I3AU9        "An  Ambassador  for  Cotton"  -  Thomas  "Tilly"  Bailey,  FAS  cotton  expert, 
tells  Jack  Towers,  R&TV,  how  he  helps  cotton  users  abroad  understand 
American  cotton.  TIME :  4:10 

39Q1+9        "New  Snapbean"  -  Beltsville  Howard  Hass,  ARS  tells  about  their  new  hardy 
"Tendercrop"  variety  just  right  for  mechanical  harvesting.    TIME:  1:46 

30Q4Q        "Atom  Aids  to  Agriculture"  -  Okla.  Ext.  Harold  Dedrick  comments  on  the 
highlights  of  the  meeting  in  Stillwater  attended  by  scientists  from 
many  countries.  TIME:  2:32 


"Watershed  Wildfire"  Wins  Award 

At  the  recent  American  Film  Festival,  USDA's  film  "Watershed  Wildfire"  won 
the  first  place  award  in  the  agriculture  conservation  and  natural  resources 
category.     Our  Motion  Picture  Service  boys  don't  like  to  brag,  but  they  are  gazing 
fondly  at  that  Medal  showing  that  other  folks  appreciate  their  exceptionally  fine 

work  Loyd  Evans,  KWTO,  Springfield,  Mo.,  has  resigned  as  the 

Station's  Farm  Service  Director  to  build  up  a  free-lance  public  relations  business 
in  the  Ozarks,  and  also  serve  as  Farm  Account  Representative  for  KWTO  in  the 
Springfield  region.    Loyd's  ass't  farm  director  for  the  past  year  and  a  half, 

Lewis  Miller,  is  talcing  over  as  farm  director  of  KWTO  

 Chief  Beaty  tells  us  that  when  he  was  at  WIS,  Chicago,  some  days  ago,  he 

was  pleased  to  meet  the  newest  member  of  their  staff,  Jerry  Mitchell,  formerly 
of  WJOB,  Hammond,  Ind. 

Sincerely, 

( ;  Oc/  /   ■  '  1  -  :  01  ^ 

C.  A.  Herndon  ' 
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RFO 


TV)  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster; 


April  17,  1959 
Letter  No.  868 


Downstairs  ve  have  a  symbol  of  the  Nation's  need  for  reforestation.     It  is  a 
young  Alaska-cedar  tree.    Yesterday,  Alaska  presented  it  to  Maine.    Next  week 
about  this  time,  ^-H'ers  will  plant  it  in  Maine,  as  celebrating  April  2h  as  Arbor 
Day  in  that  State.     Soil  samples  from  h"J  States  will  be  used  in  the  planting 
ceremonies,  to  further  emphasize  we're  united  in  the  need  to  plant  trees.  We'll 
have  to  plant  about  50  million  acres  of  forest  and  farm  land  to  trees  in  the  next 
10-15  years,  to  meet  the  expected  demand  for  timber. 

Protecting  Livestock  Against  Fallout 

In  an  attack  with  nuclear  weapons,  the  dangers  to  agriculture  of  radioactive 
fallout  would  be  serious.    But  in  his  talk,  before  the  Animal  Health  Institute 
here  this  week,  Dr.  Frank  Todd,  Emergency  Programs  Ass't  to  Adm'r  of  ARS,  declared 
there  are  practical  methods  of  protection.    Even  where  there  is  heavy  radioactive 
fallout  contamination,  he  said,  proper  shelters  for  long  enough  time  can  reduce 
damages  of  external  radiation  to  man  and.  his  animals .    He  pointed  out  that  the 
long-term  hazard  of  internal  radiation  is  less  acute  -  but  it  does  present  a 
chronic  problem  of  major  concern.    But  through  the  knowledge  being  gained  by 
research,  Dr.  Todd  thinks  we  could  expect  to  reduce  that  danger  by  the  proper  use 
of  land  and  the  crops  that  provide  this  country's  food  supply.    He  described  the 
three  basic  principles  of  protection.    They  are:     (l)  distance;  (2)  time;  and  (3) 
shielding.    He  said  farmers  should  be  prepared  to  provide  shelter  from  fallout 
for  their  families  and  livestock,  as  well  as  for  their  food,  feed  and  water. 


Will  Bakers  Freeze  Third  Loaf? 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson,  in  his  talk  before  the  Associated  Retail 
Bakers  of  America  meeting  here  this  week  suggested  their  industry  might  find  it 
would  pay  to  freeze  as  much  as  every  third  loaf  of  baker's  bread.    He  was 
commenting  on  the  big  problem  presented  by  the  staling  of  bread  and  bakery 
products.    He  noted  that  freezing  stabilizes  the  bread's  quality.  Scientists 
have  now  made  it  practical  to  market  frozen  bread.    The  Secretary  complimented 
the  bakers  on  having  greatly  improved  this  nation's  nutritional  standards  with 
its  enriched  products.    He  called  bread  a  bargain  in  nutrition  and  indicated  that 
the  contribution  enriched  bread  makes  to  the  diet  is  the  reason  the  USDA  includes 
enriched  or  whole  grain  bread  in  every  meal  in  the  low  and  moderate  cost  food 
plans  it  suggests.    He  also  credited  the  baking  industry  with  being  the  first  to 
offer  what  he  likes  to  call  "built-in-maid  services"  beginning  with  bread  and 
then  a  wide  variety  of  ready-to-serve  and  ready-to-bake  products. 


'Old  McDonald'  lightens  Globe's  Girth 


John  (Fhineas  Fogg)  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  and  Mrs.  McDonald  passed  over 
our  office  Wednesday  -  just  "back  from  their  32-day  world- circling  farm  tour.  They 
didn't  cut  any  corners  either.    After  leaving  the  U.S.  at  Hawaii,  they  vent  down 
Australia  way  -  where  John  did  some  livestock  and  flower  judging  at  Sydney  -  came 
"back  via  Calcutta,  Karachi,  Cairo,  Athens,  Rome,  and  London       bringing  back  a 

number  of  notables  live  on  tape   George  Stephens,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 

plans  to  conduct  ho  to  50  people  on  a  2^-day  European  farm  study  tour  in  Ireland, 
England,  Belgium,  France,  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  The  Netherlands  in  September.. 

  Our  Mutual  friend;  Claude  Mahoney,  is  also  scheduled  to  lead  a  farm  tour 

August  3  to  28.    Claude  and  Co.  will  visit  East  and  West  Berlin,  Prague,  Warsaw, 
Minsk,  Smolensk,  Moscow,  Kalenin,  Novgorod,  Leningrad,  Helsinki;  and  back  to 
New  York. 

TV  Program  Aims  at  Rurban  Appeal 

Carl  Meyerdirk,  KVOO,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  reports  he's  working  with  his  County  Ext. 
people  on  a  weekly  30-minute  Saturday  show.     Each  show  to  have  a  "question  Box"  and 
gardening  and  consumer  education  features.     On  a  rotating  basis,  Carl  will  devote 
about  10  min.  to  either  the  k~Hf  home  demonstration  or  male  adult  work.     He  says 
their  horticulture  and  consumer  education  folks  want  to  stress  that  they  work  with 
both  city  and  rural  folks.     So  they're  playing  around  with  a  title  to  carry  that 

idea  -  something  "Rurban",  that  is   The  Committee  for  Rural  Development 

has  announced  a  30- State  work  conference  of  RDP  State  and  County  leaders  will  be 

held  at  West  Virginia's  Jackson's  Mill  h-E  Camp  near  Weston,  May  11-15  And 

remember,  National  Youth  Fitness  Week  is  May  3-9-    See  enclosures  on  that  subject. 

Surplus  Removal  Program  for  Eggs 

In  order  to  help  stabilize  and  strengthen  the  prices  farmers  are  getting  for 
eggs,  the  Department  yesterday  announced  a  new  egg  buying  program.     In  recent 
weeks  egg  prices  have  fallen  comparatively  low.  so  the  USDA  intends  to  make  weekly 
purchases  of  dried  egg  solids.     These  purchases  will  be  in  addition  to  the  about 
1^  million  dollars  already  spent  in  buying  eggs  for  the  School  Lunch  Program.  The 
Department  has  completed  its  program  of  buying  eggs  for  use  in  the  School  Lunch 
Program.     Most  of  the  eggs  bought  under  the  new  program  beginning  April  22  and 
weekly  thereafter  will  be  distributed  to  needy  persons,  and  the  balance  to  welfare 
institutions.     They  will  be  supplemented  with  other  foods  now  being  donated  by  the 
Department  and  distributed  to  needy  people  by  State  agencies.     The  quantities  of 
eggs  to  be  bought  each  week  will  depend  on  prices.     Continuation  of  the  program 
will  depend  on  general  market  demands  as  reflected  in  producer  prices  in  the  weeks 
ahead. 

U.S. -Mexico  Study  Cattle  Fly  Pattern 

USDA  researchers  are  working  with  others  in  Mexico  and  the  southeastern  States 
to  survey  screwworms  in  northern  Mexico  and  in  La.,  Tex.,  N.M.,  Ariz.,  and  Cal. 
They're  aiming  to  find  out  more  about  the  habits  of  the  screworm  fly  there,  and 
to  determine  if  the  sterile  male  fly  method  of  exterminating  that  pest,  now  being 
used  in  the  southeastern  U.S.,  can  be  applied  to  Mexico  and  the  Southwest.  Each 
year  the  screworm  flies  migrate  northward  from  Mexico  and  southern  U.S.  as  far  as 
Va.  in  the  East  and  Nebraska  in  the  West.     In  the  Southeast  alone  the  damage  has 
been  estimated  at  $20  million  a  year.     It  may  be  more  in  the  Southwest.  The 
present  joint  Mexican-U.S.  effort  is  part  of  the  program  of  cooperation  discussed 
by  President  Eisenhower  with  the  President  of  Mexico  last  February. 
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Farm  Safety  Clinic  Features  Fallout 

Marty  Roberts,  WDZ,  Decatur,  111.,  claims  they  gather  much  good  will  plus 
new  listeners  with  their  Farm  Safety  Clinics.    In  their  2nd  annual  Clinic  last 
week,  Marty  featured  k-E  members  giving  rights  and  wrongs  of  first  aid,  talks  on 
radioactive  fallout  on  the  farm  by  the  county  Civil  Defense,  and  a  full  coverage 
talk  on  farm  safety  by  a  safety  expert  from  the  College  of  Agriculture. 

U.  S.  Tobacco  Exports  Loss  May  Continue 

Over  the  next  ten  years,  rising  foreign  production  of  tobacco,  barriers  to 
the  free  movement  of  trade,  and  the  price  of  U.S.  tobacco  may  preclude  any 
increase  in  our  U.S.  tobacco  exports.    The  trend  toward  light  tobaccos,  such  as 
flue-cured,  Bur ley,  oriental,  and  Maryland,  continues.    But  our  Foreign  Agricul- 
tural Service  says,  in  spite  of  the  growing  world  demand  for  light-type 
cigarettes  made  of  our  kind  of  tobacco,  its  experts  expect  U.S.  share  of  world 
tobacco  trade  to  go  on  declining.    They  point  out  that  restrictions  and  trade 
barriers  do  not  permit  U.S.  tobaccos  to  compete  freely  for  markets  in  many 
countries.    High  import  duties  on  tobacco  proposed  by  the  new  European  Common 
Market  may  further  discourage  U.S.  exports.    Tobacco  from  Italy,  Algeria,  and 
associated  overseas  territories  in  Africa  will  likely  be  available  at  a  lower 
price  compared  with  U.S.  tobacco  than  in  the  past. 

Understanding  U.S.  Life  Line  Heeded 

Ass't  Sec'y  Marvin  McLain  told  the  grocery  advisors  here  this  week  he 
regarded  the  need  for  better  understanding  among  farmers  and  all  other  groups  in 
our  total  economy  one  of  the  greatest  needs  of  all.    He  pointed  out  that  the 
impact  of  agriculture  on  the  national  economy  cannot  be  measured  just  by  those 
who  are  working  on  farms.    Out  of  over  20  million  people  living  on  farms,  7i" 
million  are  listed  as  "farm  workers."    In  addition,  about  9  million  process  and 
distribute  farm  commodities  -  over  half  of  whom  are  in  the  food  industries. 
Another  6  million  are  employed  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  the  things 
farmers  buy  to  operate.    Over  a  third  of  all  gainfully  employed  in  the  U.S.  make 
their  living  from  agriculture.    Although  the  number  of  people  living  on  farms  has 
dropped  about  a  third  in  the  last  generation,  farms  are  larger  and  more 
productive.    The  modern  farmer's  operations  are  highly  mechanized  and  highly 
efficient.    Farmers  are  now  in  the  market  each  year  for  around  kO  billion  dollars 
worth  of  things  they  need  for  production  and  family  living.    The  days  when  farmers 
"got  their  eating"  almost  entirely  from  their  own  farms  are  in  the  past.  Ass't 
Sec'y  McLain  was  addressing  a  meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Advisory  Committee, 
Grocery  Manufacturers  of  America.    He  endorsed  their  basic  theme  "The  Life  Line 
of  America  -  the  line  of  essential  processes  between  food  in  the  field  and  food 
on  the  table . " 

USDA  Designs  Auction  Market  Layouts 

USDA  has  just  issued  three  layouts  for  an  efficient  and  labor-saving  live- 
stock auction  market.    The  layouts  are  based  on  a  study  made  by  the  Department 
in  cooperation  with  the  Ag.  Exp.  Stations  of  Virginia  and  West  Virginia.  In 
the  proposed  layouts  the  engineers  have  provided  for  facilities  to  sort  animals 

into  grades  and  market  classes  and  weigh  them  as  they  arrive  at  the  market  

Ass't  Ext.  Ed.  Alex  'Bud'  Gavitt  reports  Our  Other  Island  State,  thru  the  U.  of 
R.I.j  has  introduced  a  new  radio  15  to  h$  sec.  mimeo  spot  service  to  their  12  AM 
and  two  FM  independent  stations  in  Rhode  Island.    Spots  deal  with  gardening, 
disease  and  insect  control,  homemaking,  k-E  club  work,  and  major  events  at  the 
University.    The  spots  are  aimed  at  both  farm  and  non-farm  audience. 


Farm  Network  Listening  Week  April  20-25 

"Border  Guard  against  Plant  Pests"  -  Story  told  by  George  Callaghan,  ass't  directc 
U.S.  Plant  Quarantine  Service,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  weekend  of  April  25. 
'Dedication  of  New  Cotton  Quality  Research  Laboratory  at  Clemson,  S.C."  on  American 
Farmer  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST  April  25. 

"The  Agriculture  Hall  of  Fame"  -  Paul  Vogel,  WDAF,  Kansas  City,  will  interview 
Dr.  A.  Webster  Tenney  and  Howard  Cowden  about  this  project,  on  the  National  Farm 
and  Home  Hour,  at  Noon,  Sat.  April  25  on  NBC. 

Our  Mutual  Friend,  Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report  12:05  noon  Man.  thru  Fri.  on  the 
Mutual  Broadcasting  System  net. 

Next  Week's  Research  Roundup  for  TV 

As  reported  by  Alice  Skelsey,  ARS,  Federal  quarantine  inspectors  have  broken  the 
(l)  "Snail's  Case"  -  They  spotted  that  unwanted  smuggler  walking  down  the  gang- 
plank;  (2)  "They  Bring  'Em  Back  Alive"  -  the  'they'  referred  to  are  highly 
trained  plant  hunters;  (3)  "Little  'Glass'  Shacks"  in  Hawaii  -  a  new  song  by  basi 
researchers;  (k)  "Wash-and-Wear"  -  New  finish  on  ready-made  cotton  makes  garments 
that  way.    All  four  one-minute  one-picture  timely  TV  topics. 

Saturday  Farm  Feature  on  CBS  News 

CBS  has  begun  a  new  network  news  show.    They  are  interested  in  featuring 
agricultural  stories  each  week.    They  plan  to  devote  to  agriculture  five  to  seven 
minutes  of  the  half-hour  program  now  scheduled  for  Sat.  12:00-12:30  p.m.  EST, 
with  Robert  Trout  as  mc.    On  debut  Apr.  k  they  featured  NE  Broiler  Industry; 
Apr.  11  they  had  a  Kansas  roundup  on  Farm  Automation;  tomorrow  they'll  feature 
USDA  work  in  Decontaminating  Farm  Soils  Exposed  to  Radioactive  Fallout. 

You  Can  Get  on  your  Tape 

31Q^9      "Progress  Against  Screwworm"  -  With  Dr.  Robert  Sharman,  ARS,  who  directs 
this  campaign  in  the  Southeast,  commenting  on  plans  to  survey  the 
possibilities  of  developing  similar  aid  to  cattle  in  the  Southwest. 

TIME:  2:2i 

32QU9      "New  Sheep  Breed  Makes  Its  Bow"  -  Dr.  Lemuel  Goode,  N.C.  State,  who 

developed  the  polled  Dorset  sheep,  is  interviewed  at  the  first  foundation 
sale.  TIME:  1:0C 

33Q^9      "Brucellosis  On  The  Run"  -  Dr.  Carroll  Mingle,  head  of  the  campaign  for 

the  USDA  comments  on  Massachusetts  joining  the  "Modified-certif ied  area" 
and  tells  Jack  Towers  about  prospects  for  next  two  years. Your    TIME:  3:^C 

Choice    or  6:0C 

Jack  Towers  to  ENC  NATRFD  this  Weekend 

Jack  Towers  left  today  for  the  Spring  Meeting  of  the  East  North  Central 
Region  of  NATRFD  at  Brown's  Lake,  Burlington,  Wis.    He's  testing  the  promise  of 
Geo.  Menard,  WBBM,  Chicago,  that  this' 11  be  the  best  regional  meet  he's  ever 
attended. 

Sincerely, 

Radio  &  Television  Service 

P.S.     Story  behind  award-winning  film,  "Watershed  Wildfire":     Clint  Davis,  Info. 
Head  for  USDA  Forest  Service  was  on  field  trip,  when  fire  broke  out  in  Los 
Padres  Nat'l  Forest,  watershed  for  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.     Clint  jumped  at 
"chance  of  lifetime."    He  borrowed  a  camera,  flew  over  fire  in  helicopter, 
and  filmed  in  color  some  of  the  most  spectacular  fire  footage  ever  photo- 
graphed.. 


RFD 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

April  2k,  1959 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  869 

Our  economists  reported  today  that  heavy  supplies  continue  to  dominate  the 
agricultural  outlook.  That's  true,  even  though  consumer  markets  for  food  and 
other  farm  products  are  going  strong.  What's  more,  the  USDA  specialists  figure 
foreign  countries  are  likely  to  take  more  U.S.  farm  products  in  the  second  half 
of  this  year  than  they  did  the  last  half  of  '58.  The  economic  situation  abroad 
is  reported  improving. 

Farm  Production  Could  Boost  Surplus 

So  far  this  year,  growing  conditions  have  not  developed  as  favorably  as  last 
year.    Even  if  yields  to  the  acre  this  year  don't  reach  the  record  set  in  '58, 
our  experts  say  farmers  could  turn  out  enough  to  add  further  to  the  surpluses  in 
some  products.    Before  Spring  started,  farmers  were  planning  to  plant  a  little 
more  land  to  crops.    Much  of  the  increase  seems  likely  to  be  in  corn,  cotton, 
and  wheat.    Carryover  stocks  will  register  new  highs  at  the  end  of  this  season. 
Hog  marketings  have  risen.    Broiler  and  egg  output  are  running  ahead  of  a  year 
ago.    And  even  milk  output,  now  a  little  below  a  year  ago,  is  expected  to  show  a 
small  increase  for  the  year. 

Farmers  Likely  to  Net  Less 

Farmers  seem  likely  to  take  in  as  much  cash  this  year  as  last  by  the  probable 
heavy  volume  of  marketings,  but  both  prices  and  net  income  are  likely  to  sink  a 
little.    As  in  18  of  the  past  20  years,  production  expenses  will  be  up  again  this 
year,  and  at  record  highs.    The  economists  figure  that  farmers'  net  income  may  go 
down  one  billion  dollars  below  the  over  13  billion  total  they  realized  in  '58. 

Reserve  to  Help  Hold  Down  Surplus 

Yesterday  the  Department  reported  2.3  million  acres  of  basic  crop  acreage 
taken  out  of  production  by  retirement  of  whole  farms,  under  the  Conservation 
Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank.    ASC  County  offices  report  the  allotted  acres  retired 
include  1.8  million  wheat-allotment  acres;  U39>000  cotton- allotment  acres;  57 
thousand  peanut- allotment  acres;  j6  hundred  tobacco  acres;  and  kQ  hundred  rice 
allotment  acres.    In  addition,  whole  farm  contracts  will  take  out  of  production 
905  thousand  acres  which  were  assigned  as  corn  allotment  in  '58.    The  whole  farms 
will  not  be  producing  any  crops  for  5  to  6  years.    USDA  officials  say  this  should 

help  hold  down  surpluses  and  reduce  price  support  expenses  We  learned  just 

now  that  USDA  purchases  of  dried  eggs  this  week  under  a  new  program  announced 
April  16  amount  to  202,200  pounds  of  dried  whole  egg  solids  for  approximately 
$218,000. 

Thanks  to  You,  and  You,  and  You.'  —  Thanks  for  all  the  funny  get- we  11  cards,  phone 
calls,  visits  and  other  good  wishes  during  my  recent  convalescence.    The  doctor 
gave  me  a  1000-mile  checkup  last  week  and  said  I'm  okay  now  except  for  being 
spoiled  by  all  the  attention. 
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IJATKFD  East  north  Central  Meeting 

Jack  Towers  reports  a  "real  cool"  meeting  of  the  east  north  central  region  of 
NATRFD  at  Burlington,  Wis.    He  says  regional  vice-pres.  George  Menard,  WBBM, 
organized  a  fine  program  with  the  help  of  Wis.  U.  's  Maury  White,  Bill  Hoeft,  WTMJ, 
and  Tom  Burchard  of  Murphy  Products. 

Special  treats  included  visits  to  a  concentrated  feed  plant  and  experimental 
farm,  other  famous  farms,  and  a  National  League  baseball  game  in  Milwaukee  (the 
Pirates  heat  the  Braves).    Jack  rates  two  discussions  as  the  highlights  of  the 
meeting.    One,  on  "Tuning  up  Your  Selling  Power",  featured  a  panel  of  successful 
advertisers  who  passed  along  practical  sales  tips  to  the  farm  broadcasters.  The 
other  presented  more  facts  from  the  Wisconsin  study  commissioned  by  WTMJ  on  mass 
media  and  the  farmer.    Bob  Parker  (WBAY,  Green  Bay)  also  described  a  mail  survey 
he  made  which  showed  the  effectiveness  of  radio  and  TV  in  his  area. 

Soil  Stewardship  Week  May  3-11 

Yesterday  Secretary  Benson  issued  a  statement  calling  attention  to  Soil 
Stewardship  Week  sponsored  by  the  National  Association  of  Soil  Conservation 
Districts,  and  various  national  church  organizations.    He  pointed  out  that  the 
eight- day  period,  opening  with  Rural  Life  Sunday  on  May  3>  is  the  time  when  farm- 
ers end  ranchers,  churches,  soil  conservation  districts,  schools,  city  and  town 
people  and  many  organizations  will  join  in  emphasizing  that  soil  is  a  God-given 
resource.    The  Secretary  said  in  part:     "The  observance  stresses  that:  man  is 
merely  the  steward  of  the  soil  while  he  uses  it  and  that  he  must  pass  it  on  in  as 
good  or  better  condition  than  he  found  it." 

Department  Researchers  Report  Latest  Finds 

Preliminary  experiments  with  a  new  phosphorus  insecticide  in  granular  form 
have  shown  that,  when  it  is  broadcast  on  the  soil,  its  fumes  kill  all  the  pea 
aphids  on  alfalfa.    This  seems  to  have  surprised  even  the  scientists.    This  is 
the  first  insecticide  they've  run  across  with  enough  fumigating  action  to  kill 
insects  on  plants  in  the  field,  especially  at  the  low,  2$>-to-6^  degree  tempera- 
tures when  it  happened.    They  were  trying  out  the  new  chemical  at  Walla  Walla, 
Washington,  with  the  idea  the  plant  would  take  up  the  phosphorus  by  its  roots 
and  kill  off  the  insects  that  sucked  the  juices  of  the  plant.    But  it  didn't  work 

that  way.    The  fumes  did  it...,  Other  researchers,  at  Beltsviile,  found  the 

chief  advantage  of  feeding  aureomycin  to  dairy  calves  is  that  it  helps  keep  down 
scours.    As  an  addition  to  the  feed,  to  stimulate  appetite,  they  also  found 

aureomycin  seldom  pays  after  calves  are  two  months  old  The  Department's 

Southern  Utilization  Research  Lab  also  ushered  in  spring  with  a  practical  way  to 
produce  cotton  fabric  for  tents,  awnings,  and  tarpaulins  with  outstanding  rot 
resistance.    By  combining  the  new  treatment  with  certain  dyes  they  found  they 
could  also  make  the  cloth  more  resistant  to  damage  by  sunshine.    They  expect  the 
treatment  to  prove  comparatively  cheap. 

Irrigation  Water  Prospects  Vary  in  West 

After  mea.suring  depth  of  snow  on  about  1,300  snow  courses  and  moisture  at 
100  soil  stations,  as  well  as  the  water  stored  in  nearly  250  reservoirs,  USDA 
this  week  issued  its  irrigation  water  outlook  for  l6  Western  States  and  British 
Columbia.    The  outlook  is  rated  "poor  in  the  South  and  Southwest"  and  "fair  to 
good  in  the  North."    SCS  Adm'r  Don  Williams  has  reminded  farmers  and  ranchers  in 
the  areas  faced  with  too  little  water  that  they  may  work  through  their  local  SCS 
districts  to  get  technical  help  in  planning  their  crop  and  grazing  pattern  to 
fit  their  soil  and  available  water  supply  On  May  11,  the  Rural  Electri- 
fication Administration  marks  its  2^th  birthday  with  only  one  of  its  electric 
borrowers  behind  in  its  loan  payments  to  the  Federal  Government.    When  REA  began 
only  11  of  every  100  farms  had  central  station  electric  service.    Today  9&  out  of 
every  100  farms  are  electrified.    REA  borrowers  serve  haJJT  of  them. 
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St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Cut  Grain  Costs? 

USDA  economists  expect  substantial  grain  movement  by  the  new  St.  Lawrence 
Seaway  which  opens  this  spring.    They've  compared  prospective  costs  of  shipments 
of  grain  to  foreign  countries  "by  the  improved  water  route  with  charges  "by  present 
routes.    They  figure  many  interior  shipping  points,  as  well  as  Great  Lakes  ports, 
may  benefit  from  lower  cost  transportation  of  grains  to  Europe,  the  Mediterranean, 
Africa,  and  to  some  extent  to  South  America.    They  find  no  advantage  in  shipping 
grain  over  the  Seaway  for  delivery  to  U.S.  eastern  and  southeastern  milling 
points.    Costs  by  existing  routes  are  just  as  low  as  prospective  costs  by  the 
Seaway.    With  lower  costs  to  foreign  destinations,  they  expect  large  volumes  of 
wheat,  corn,  soybeans,  barley,  and  other  farm  products  to  move  on  the  improved 
Seaway  -  some  of  it  diverted  from  more  costly  overland  transportation.    They  say 
large  volumes  of  grain  traffic  can  he  handled  even  before  improvements  are  com- 
pleted.   Oceangoing  ships  with  loaded  drafts  of  2^  feet  can  use  the  waterway  as 
soon  as  the  Seaway  is  opened  to  traffic.    USDA  Marketing  Research  Report  No.  319 
gives  their  findings. 

Mext  Fifty  Years  in  Ag.  Research 

At  a  joint  meeting  Wednesday  night  of  the  Franklin  Institute  and  the 
Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture,  the  Society  presented  its  1959 
award  to  USDA  Research  Adm'r  Byron  Shaw.    In  accepting  the  honor  for  himself  and 
colleagues,  Dr.  Shaw  outlined  the  potential  impact  of  basic  research  on 
agriculture  during  the  next  half  century.    He  pointed  out  that  in  fifty  years 
we'll  have  more  than  twice  the  population  we  have  today.    With  only  a  little  more 
land  and  considerably  less  manpower,  tomorrow's  farmers  will  have  to  produce  for 
a  fast  increasing  population.    In  spite  of  our  present  abundance,  those  demands 
will  not  be  met  unless  we  find  ways  to  increase  efficiency  further  throughout 
agriculture.    As  we  have  gained  new  insight  into  the  nucleus  of  the  atom  in  the 
physical  sciences,  Dr.  Shaw  predicted  the  next  golden  era  in  science  will  be  in 
the  biological  sciences.    It  will  come  as  we  gain  understanding  of  the  cell  as 
the  unit  of  life.    The  findings  of  this  research  will  he  of  particular  importance 
to  agriculture  and  promise  to  rival  in  importance  anything  man  has  ever  done. 
Our  Research  head  indicated  that  if  we  could  unravel  some  of  the  chemical 
processes  occurring  within  living  cells,  we  would  be  nearer  to  an  understanding 
of  the  fundamental  nature  of  life.    He  reported  recent  evidence  indicates  that 
the  gene  may  not  be  the  fundamental  unit  of  heredity,  but  may  consist  of  chemical 
sub-units.    He  said  an  understanding  of  the  chemical  organization  of  fundamental 
units,  how  they  reproduce  and  how  they  produce  their  effects  in  the  organism, 
would  give  valuable  new  methods  of  genetic  control  in  plant  and  animal  popula- 
tions.   If  specific  desirable  changes  could  be  made,  the  rate  and  amount  of 
genetic  improvement  in  animal  and  plant  populations  would  far  exceed  anything 
now  possible.    The  implications  of  such  mastery  over  biological  behavior  are 
tremendous . 

National  Home  Pemonstration  Week 

Just  to  remind  you  that  this  year's  l^th  annual  observance  -  by  nearly 
seven  million  homemakers  with  615,000  local  volunteer  leaders  -  of  National  Home 
Demonstration  Week  comes  May  3-9.    Your  County  Extension  office  or  Extension 
people  at  your  State  land-grant  college  can  put  you  in  touch  with  these  folks 
who  can  tell  some  of  the  things  they've  done  to  benefit  themselves  and  their 

communities  An  interesting  example  of  cooperation  between  broadcasters 

and  a  farm  magazine  came  to  our  attention  this  week  with  a  copy  of  the  April 
issue  of  the  'Minnesota  Farmer'.    There  is  a  full  page  of  TV  listings  and  a 
page  of  ads  by  radio  and  TV  stations,  in  addition  to  columns  (with  pix  and  by- 
lines) by  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO  ("Speece  Speaks");  Arle  Haeberle  ("Chit  Chat") 
WCCO  Women's  Activities  Dir.;  and  by  Lean  Curtis  ("Dean's  Dabblings")  KDEL, 
Faribault,  Minn. 


New  TV  Marketing  Films  for  Consumers 

"Food  in  the  News  "will  "be  the  first  film  of  USDA's  Agricultural  Marketing 
Service  series  specially  designed  for  use  on  TV.  It  will  he  mailed  out  ahout 
May  1.    Also  two  two-minute  still  picture  features:     (l)  "Plentiful  Foods  for 

May"  and  (2)  "Acres  for  the  Future"  We  also  have  a  short  Consumer  TV 

feature  for  mailing  this  week  on  "Home  Demonstration  Week". 

India  Stepping-up  Extension  by  Radio 

Village  group- listening  to  farm  programs  "by  radio  is  definitely  on  the  in- 
crease in  India,    Ext,  Joe  Tonkin  reports  U.S.  Federal-State  Extension  folks  much 
impressed  by  this  development.    Battery  receiving  sets  are  used  to  pick  up 
broadcasts  from,  government  stations  in  the  big  cities.    Duane  Nelson,  Ext.  Visual 
specialist  of  Michigan  State  U. ,  just  back  from  New  Delhi,  notes  that  the  India 
Extension  Service  finds  radio  their  most  effective  way  to  reach  rural  villages 
with  detailed  information. 

Your  Tape  can  Start  "Operation  Outdoors" 

"Cotton  Quality  Lab  Dedicated  at  Clemson"  -  Pres.  R.  C.  Edwards  of  Clemsor 
College,  comments  on  the  significance  of  the  new  cotton  quality  lab 
dedicated  last  week  at  Clemson,  S.C.  TIME:  1:18 

3 50^9      "Water  Supply  in  the  West  for  '59"  -  Harold  Ogrosky,  hydrologist  with  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  tells  what  the  latest  snow-pack  survey  shows 
about  irrigation  prospects  this  summer  in  various  parts  of  the  west. 

TIME:  2:08 

3bQ*+9      "Getting  Set  for  'Operation  Outdoors'"  -  Bill  Parke,  dir.  of  Operation 
Outdoors  program  for  Forest  Service,  tells  George  Loesing,  R£fl?V,  about 
the  plans  for  campers  and  visitors  to  the  National  Forests  this  year. 

TIME:  3:hk 

Land  in  the  Net  Next  Week 

Three  Features  in  "Agriculture  USA"  over  Clear  Channel  Stations  May  2  weekend  are: 
Sec 'y  Benson  saluting  School  Science  Fairs;  Cotton  Quality  Laboratory  dedicated 
at  Clemson ,  S.C;  and  A  Look  at  Supermarkets. 

In  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC  at  noon  EST,  Sat.  May  2,  you  can  get 
the  results  of  the  National  Land  Judging  Contest,  Oklahoma  City. 
In  the  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  Sat.  May  2,  Miss  Frances 
Scudder,  dir.  of  home  economics  programs  and  Miss  Lillie  Alexander,  also  of  FES, 
will  tell  about  Home  Demonstration  Week. 

On  the  MBS  net  Mon.  thru  Fri.  at  12:05  noon  EST,  Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men:    We  were  visited  this  week  by  J.  Perrin  Willis,  KTLU,  Rusk, 
Tex. ,  who  came  to  Washington  to  represent  some  of  his  farm  neighbors  in  matters 
relating  to  REA,  ACPS,  and  Farm  Credit.    Also  a  city  judge,  Perry  does  farm 
stuff  and  a  variety  of  other  chores  on  KTLU.    He's  a  native  of  111.,  and  many 
years  a  farm  economist.     Glad  to  see  you,  Judge  Willis  And  from  Winston- 
Salem,  N,C.  "Journal  and  Sentinel"  of  Apr.  19,  we  learn  that  versatile  Col. 
Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS  radio  and  TV,  former  reporter  and  farm  editor,  is  now  also 

writing  magazine  ads  Tomorrow  Frank  Atwood,  WTIC-TV,  is  running  a 

vegetable  safari  their  cameraman,  Dick  Heinze,  made.     Dick  rode  a  trailer  truck 
carrying  potatoes  from  Rockville,  Conn.,  to  Tampa,  Fla. ,  recording  his  experience 
on  silent  film.     In  Fla.  he  filmed  the  harvesting  of  celery  and  other  vegs.  for 
shipment  to  northern  markets. 

Sincerely, 


Radio  &  Television  Service 


